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SUBJECT: NE WIN NOT ATTENDING ALGIERS NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE 

1. ACCORDING TO SENIOR MFA OFFICIAL, CHAIRMAN NE WIN IS NOW 

IN LONDON, HAVING DECIDED ALMOST AT LAST MOMENT WHILE IN ROME 
NOT TO ATTEND ALGIERS CONFERENCE. INFORMANT DECLINED TO SPECU- 
LATE ON REASONS FOR NE WIN'S CHANGE OF PLANS, BUT NORED THAT 
ASIAN NON-ALIGNED NATIONS INVITED TO CONFERENCE TOTALLED ONLY 
TWELVE, WHILE AFRICAN PARTICIPANTS NUMBERED EIGHTEEN, OR NINETEEN 
IF MAURITANIA ADMITTED. MFA OFFICIAL ALSO ADDED WRYLY THAT 
ASIANS HAD HAD UNCOMFORTABLE TIME AT GEORGETOWN CONFERENCE LAST 
YEAR. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE REASONS FOR UNPREDICTABLE NE WIN'S FAILURE TO 
GO TO ALGIERS NOT CERTAIN, APPEARS POSSIBLE THAT HE DID NOT LIKE 
THE WAY THINGS WERE GOING IN MEETINGS AT FOREIGN MINISTER LEVEL 
AND DECIDED TO ABSENT HIMSELF. 

MARTIN 
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